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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-7, and 15-23 are, drawn to a digital imaging apparatus and 
method for selecting between transfer modes wherein the selection is 
made after connection, classified in class 348, subclass 207.1. 

II. Claims 8-14, drawn to a method for selecting between transfer modes 
wherein the selection is made prior to connection, classified in class 348, 
subclass 207.1. 

2. Inventions I and II are directed to related patentably distinct systems and 
methods for selection a data transfer mode. The related inventions are distinct if the (1) 
the inventions as claimed are either not capable of use together or can have a 
materially different design, mode of operation, function, or effect; (2) the inventions do 
not overlap in scope, i.e., are mutually exclusive; and (3) the inventions as claimed are 
not obvious variants. See MPEP § 806.05(j). In the instant case, the inventions as 
claimed are distinct because the selection of the mode in invention I is made after a 
connection is made and the selection of invention II is made prior to a connection. 
Furthermore, the inventions as claimed do not encompass overlapping subject matter 
and there is nothing of record to show them to be obvious variants. 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
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because the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with John Homes a provisional election was 
made with traverse to prosecute invention I, corresponding to claims 1-7 and 15-23. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claims 8-14 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 

CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3, 7 and 15-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Endsley et al. (US 6,005,613) in view of Wasula et al. (US 
2002/0054224). 

[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1, Endsley discloses a digital camera apparatus (Figure 1) 
comprising: a main storage unit (Figure 1, Item 38; c. 5, II. 3-35) for storing a firmware 
for at least two data transfer modes for transmitting image data acquired through a 
camera to an external device (Figure 1, Item 12); a mode selection unit for outputting a 
mode selection signal for a certain transfer mode for the at least two transfer modes 
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(Figure 1, Item 44; c. 6, II. 3-34; switching to the alternate configuration); a transmitting 
module for connecting to the external device to transmit the image data to the external 
device (Figure 1, Item 40), the transmitting module sending the image data in different 
data transfer manners for each data transfer mode (c. 7, II. 1-26; in configuration 0 
continuous low resolution image data (i.e. a real-time stream) is transferred while in 
configuration 1 a single piece of high resolution image data is transferred (i.e. not a real- 
time stream); and a controlling unit which controls the transmitting module so as to set 
the transfer mode corresponding to the selected transfer mode if the mode selection 
signal is received from the mode selection unit (Figure 1, Item 12; c. 6, II. 3-34), and 
reads out firmware corresponding to the selected transfer mode from the main storage 
unit (c. 5, II. 2-35; c. 6, II. 3-34) wherein the controlling unit allows the firmware to 
transmit if a transfer allowance command is received from the external device (c. 3, 1. 66 
- c. 4, I. 19; i.e. a token). Endsley further discloses sending configuration and status 
data to the external device (c. 8, 1. 51 - c. 9, 1. 40), but does not disclose reading out a 
descriptor of the firmware and providing the descriptor to the transmitting module as 
claimed. 

Wasula discloses a camera including image transfer functions (e.g. Figure 2). 
Wasula further discloses "transfer profiles" (Figures 3A-3C) which a user can select to 
determine how an image is to be transferred (Figure 4). As the image is transferred, a 
descriptor of the selected transfer profile is sent to the external device via a transmitting 
module to instruct the external device how the image is to be handled (Figure 5, Steps 
430-460). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to include transfer profile options as described in Wasula 
in the configuration modes of Endsley and to read out and send a descriptor to the 
external device when images are transferred to instruct the external device how the 
image is to be handled once transferred, 
[claim 2] 

Regarding claim 2, Endsley discloses a sub-storage unit for storing image data 
picked up through the camera (Figure 1 , Item 34), wherein the at least two data transfer 
modes include a first mode wherein the image data being currently acquired through the 
camera is transmitted to the external device in a real-time data stream (c. 7, II. 1-26; 
Configuration 0 describes sending motion data or a "real-time data stream"), and a 
second mode wherein the image data stored in the sub-storage unit is transmitted to the 
external device (c. 7, II. 1-26; Configuration 1, since all data captured by the camera is 
stored in the static ram 34, configuration 1 meets the limitations as claimed), the main 
storage unit storing each of the firmware corresponding to the first mode and the 
second mode (c. 5, II. 3-36; c. 7, II. 1-26). Following the teachings of Wasula, identifying 
information would be included in both configuration 0 and configuration 1, see the 
rejection of claim 1 for further details, 
[claim 3] 

Regarding claim 3, Endsley discloses selecting between transfer modes, but 
does not teach the use of OSD processing for performing the selection. Wasula 
describes selecting between transfer modes using a display device (Figure 1, Item 22) 
which displays a list of stored transfer modes (Figure 6; i.e. OSD processing) when 
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requested by a display request unit (e.g. the processor; Figure 1, Item 18; Figures 2A 
and 4) and receives a mode selection signal to select a transfer mode (Figure 2A, 4 and 
6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include OSD processing to allow a user to select between 
different transfer modes to inform the user of all available options prior to making a 
selection, 
[claim 7] 

Regarding claim 7, Endsley in view of Wasula does not disclose recognizing the 
sub-storage unit as an accessible movable disc in the external device if the external 
device and the transmitting module are connected. Official Notice is taken that it is well 
known in the art to recognize storage devices on cameras as removable discs when 
connected to external device such as computers to allow easy access to the images 
stored on the camera without requiring special interfacing software to be installed on the 
computer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to recognize the sub-storage unit of Endsley in view of 
Wasula as a movable disc as claimed to allow for easy access to data stored on the 
sub-storage unit on any computer the camera is connected to. 
[claim 15] 

Regarding claim 15, Endsley discloses a digital imaging apparatus (Figure 1) for 
transferring image data being acquired through a camera to an external device 
connected via a transmitting module (Figure 1, Item 40), comprising: a sub-storage unit 
for storing the image data being acquired through the camera (Figure 1 , Item 34); a 
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main storage unit for storing a firmware for a first mode wherein the image data being 
currently acquired through the camera is sent to the external device in a real-time 
stream (Figure 1, Item 38; c. 5, II. 3-35; video or continuous) and a firmware for a 
second mode wherein the image data stored in the sub-storage module is sent to the 
external device (Figure 1, Item 38; Figure 1, Item 38; c. 5, II. 3-35; still); a mode 
selection unit for applying a mode selection signal for a certain transfer mode of a first 
mode and a second mode (Figure 1, Item 44; c. 6, II. 3-34; switching to the alternate 
configuration); and a controlling unit (Figure 1, Item 38). Endsley further discloses 
sending configuration and status data to the external device (c. 8, 1. 51 - c. 9, I. 40), but 
does not disclose sending identifying information of the firmware corresponding to the 
selected mode to the external device as claimed.. 

Wasula discloses a camera including image transfer functions (e.g. Figure 2). 
Wasula further discloses "transfer profiles" (Figures 3A-3C) which a user can select to 
determine how an image is to be transferred (Figure 4). As the image is transferred, a 
descriptor of the selected transfer profile is sent to the external device via a transmitting 
module to instruct the external device how the image is to be handled (Figure 5, Steps 
430-460). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include transfer profile options as described in Wasula 
in the configuration modes of Endsley and to send identifying information of the selected 
mode to the external device when images are transferred to instruct the external device 
how the image is to be handled once transferred, 
[claim 16] 
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Regarding claim 16, Endsley discloses selecting between transfer modes, but 
does not teach the use of OSD processing for performing the selection. Wasula 
describes selecting between transfer modes using a display device (Figure 1, Item 22) 
which displays a list of stored transfer modes (Figure 6; i.e. OSD processing) when 
requested by a display request unit (e.g. the processor; Figure 1, Item 18; Figures 2A 
and 4) and receives a mode selection signal to select a transfer mode (Figure 2A, 4 and 
6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include OSD processing to allow a user to select between 
different transfer modes to inform the user of all available options prior to making a 
selection, 
[claim 17] 

Regarding claim 17, Endsley discloses a transmitting module applied with a 
universal serial bus interface (Figure 1, Item 40). 
[claim 18] 

Regarding claim 18, Endsley in view of Wasula discloses an apparatus wherein if 
the identifying information of the firmware is transferred to the external device and the 
execution command for the selected mode is received from the external device is 
received, the controlling unit allows the firmware corresponding to the selected certain 
mode to be executed (Wasula, Figure 3A-3C; Endsley, e.g. Table 2). The examiner 
notes that if, for example, a video mode is set and a still picture is taken, the identifying 
information for the still picture firmware would be sent and received. If a second still 
picture capture operation is then ordered from the external unit (e.g. Figure 3 of Endsley 
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shows that mode changes can be made from the external unit), an "execution 
command" would be sent and executed by the controlling unit of the of the camera as 
claimed, 
[claim 19] 

Regarding claim 19, Endsley in view of Wasula does not disclose recognizing the 
sub-storage unit as an accessible movable disc in the external device if the external 
device and the transmitting module are connected. Official Notice is taken that it is well 
known in the art to recognize storage devices on cameras as removable discs when 
connected to external device such as computers to allow easy access to the images 
stored on the camera without requiring special interfacing software to be installed on the 
computer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to recognize the sub-storage unit of Endsley in view of 
Wasula as a movable disc as claimed to allow for easy access to data stored on the 
sub-storage unit on any computer the camera is connected to. 
[claim 20] 

Regarding claim 20, Endsley discloses a method for selecting a data transfer 
mode of a digital imaging apparatus (Figure 1) transferring image data being acquired 
through a camera to an external device connected via a transmitting module (Figure 1, 
Item 40) comprising the steps of: storing the image data being acquired through the 
camera (Figure 1, Item 34 stores the output from the image sensor); selecting a certain 
mode among a first mode wherein the image data being currently picked up through the 
camera is sent to the external device in a real-time data stream (Figure 1 , Item 38; c. 5, 
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II. 3-35; video or continuous) and a second mode wherein the image data that is stored 
in advance is sent to the external device (Figure 1 , Item 38; Figure 1 , Item 38; c. 5, II. 3- 
35; still). Endsley further discloses sending configuration and status data to the external 
device (c. 8, 1. 51 - c. 9, 1. 40), but does not disclose sending identifying information of 
the firmware corresponding to the selected mode to the external device as claimed.. 

Wasula discloses a camera including image transfer functions (e.g. Figure 2). 
Wasula further discloses "transfer profiles" (Figures 3A-3C) which a user can select to 
determine how an image is to be transferred (Figure 4). As the image is transferred, a 
descriptor of the selected transfer profile is sent to the external device via a transmitting 
module to instruct the external device how the image is to be handled (Figure 5, Steps 
430-460). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include transfer profile options as described in Wasula 
in the configuration modes of Endsley and to send identifying information of the selected 
mode to the external device when images are transferred to instruct the external device 
how the image is to be handled once transferred, 
[claims 21-23] 

Claims 21-23 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 16-18. 
Therefore, claims 21-23 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect 
to claims 16-18. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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7. Claims 4-6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 11-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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